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Off-Road Adventure
Dune driving, camel trekking, 

sand skiing, fossil hunting

Sharjah’s Natural History
Natural History & Botanical Museums

Kayaking 
   The Mangroves
Mangroves, turtles, exotic birds
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The CoastThe Coast

 Khor Kalba is located just 
south of Kalba town. 
 Kalba is the most southerly 

of Sharjah’s three east coast 
enclaves.
 The drive across from Sharjah  

city is a stunning two hour 
trip through the Hajar 
mountains.
 For more details contact  

your hotel, tour operator or  
the SCTDA.

To celebrate World Tourism Day, the Sharjah Commerce and 
Tourism Development Authority (SCTDA) arranged for a group of 
key travel professionals to kayak the Khor Kalba mangroves. 

The trick is to try not to splash. 
Paddle smoothly and your kayak 
will glide silently through the 
mangroves. This, the oldest 
mangrove forest in Arabia and 
most northerly in the world, is 
a unique wildlife habitat rich in 
rare and exotic species.

The best way to get close 
to the wild and rare nature is 
by kayak. Weaving your way 
past the gnarled trunks and 
overhanging branches of the 
mangrove forest, a kayak can get 
you silently close to the wildlife.

There are turtles aplenty, 
swimming up the creek to feast 
on the many small fish and crabs 
that use the mangrove roots as a 
marine nursery. The turtles pop 
their heads out of the water to 
breathe and can seem to take a 
particular interest in kayakers. 

The turtle’s favoured delicacy, 
the crabs, are here in their 
thousands. They even climb 
trees. And they have to be 
careful for they are also the 
favourite food of one of the 
world’s rarest birds. 
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With only about 50 nesting 
pairs in the world, Halycon 
Chloris Kalbaensis is critically 
endangered. Better known by 
its English name, this endemic 
subspecies of the white-collared 
kingfisher is unique to Kalba’s 
tidal mangrove creek.

It may be rare and shy, but 
the white-collared kingfisher 
is also busy and spectacular. 
It keeps watch from a perch 
in the mangroves, looking out 
for an exposed crab. The first 
the kayaker will see is a flash 
of turquoise. These striking 
birds have fabulous turquoise 
plumage and an iconic shape.

There is plenty of other 
interesting birdlife here, 
including Syke’s warblers, 
ospreys, sandpipers and sand 

plovers. The setting too is 
stunning. With the dark Hajar 
mountains rising up as a 
backdrop, the mangroves and 
estuary wind their long way 
out towards the sea.

Kayaking here is one of the 
most unique and enjoyable 
ways to embrace a fascinating 
and beautiful ecosystem. It 
is also a wonderful getaway 
from city life that everyone 
should try.
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The Khor Kalba mangroves are the most northerly in the world 
and home to rare and exotic species. Take to a kayak to get close 
to the turtles, crabs and kingfishers.

Kayaking In The 
Mangroves


